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lasted, and in it many seeds were sown from which
rich fruit resulted for both men. " The Fairy Queen "
had been projected, and its earlier portions written
or sketched out, before Spenser removed to London
and came under Sidney's influence, and by. far the
larger part of this splendid fragment was not com-
pleted till after Sidney's death; and that other
splendid fragment, " The Arcadia," was begun and
carried on as much under the inspiration of Sidney's
sister, the Countess of Pembroke, as of Spenser.
But it is not over-fanciful to assume that the schemes
of these two works, each an epic in its way, were
often discussed by the two friends as they held
pleasant converse in Leicester House, or strolled,
with opportunities for yet pleasanter converse,
through the woods of Penshurst and by the banks
of the Medway.

Among the complimentary verses prefixed to the
first edition of "The Fairy Queen," in 1590, are
some by W. H., which indicate a portion of Spenser's
debt to Sidney.

When Spenser saw the fame was spread so large,
Through Fairy-land, of their renowned Queen,

Loth that his muse should take so great a charge
As in such haughty matter to be seen,

To seem a shepherd then he made his choice:

But Sidney heard him sing and knew his voice.

And as Ulysses brought fair Thetis' son

From his retired life to manage arms,
So Spenser was by Sidney's speeches won

To blaze her fame, not fearing future harms;
For well he knew his muse would soon be tired
In her high praise whom all the world admired.